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DEFENSE ENVIRONHENTAI, RESTORATION PROGRAM 
FOR FORMERLY USED SITES 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
CAMP (PORT) SEVIER 

GWENVILLE, ,SC 
PROJECT NO. 104SC002800 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1 .  
porary structures, most of which have been torn down ~r have been used for 
many years as homes, as warehouses, or for other commercial purpoeps. A 
number of city and county officials, l oca l  historians, and eurren. owners were 
contacted; none knew of any structures or debris left from the period of 
Department of Defense (DOD) use that  were considered unsafe, unsightly, or a 
problem for present-day m e .  

This World War I cantonment area contained mainly simple wooden or tem- 

2. Camp Sevier was established in 1917 t o  train U.S. Army troops for World 
War I. Approval for the cantonment site was obtained 21 May 1917. Three 
divisions trained there between 1917 and 28 February 1919--the ZOth, the 8lst, 
and the 30th. The camp was closed 8 Apri l  1919. Research has failed t o  
uncover the spec i f i c  methods of land acquisition. Employees of the Greenville 
County Register of Mesne Conveyance examined their records carefully and were 
unable to f i n d  any record of the U.S. Government either acquiring or disposing 
of the Camp Sevier property. Apparently, the Government d i d  not rec0r.d its 
real e s t a t e  transactions with the county or d i d  80 in an atypical manner. 
There are tecorde of t h e  property holdings both before and after the b r i e f  
existence of  Camp Sevier.  

3 .  The camp vas used for training troops €or combat in World War I. It 
included a powder magatine, a field bakery, mess halls, a remount station, a 
Young Men's Christian Association building, warehouses, officete' quartere, 
and a field hospi ta l ,  which was transferred t o  the Veterans Bureau after the  
war. Fifteen miles north of the camp, near Bogsback Mountain, was an 
artillery range, apparently used by both Camp Sevier end Camp Wadsworth. 

4. The exact manner in which DOD disposed of the property is unknown, The 
area of the former cantonment mite now contains dense residential housing and 
commercial development. 

5. A number of sources were unsuccessfully searched for maps, deeds, p l a t s ,  or 
other document8 that  would precisely locate the boundaries of the former camp. 
Theme sources included the c i t y  of Greenville, the Greenville Chamber of C o w  
merce, the Greenville County Courthouee, the Greenville County Library, the 
Clemson University Library, the Carolinian8 Library in Columbia, the  Citadel 
Library in Charleston, the South Carolina Hietorical S o c i e t y ,  and the Charles- 
ton Library Society .  
includ-ing many photograph8 of  the site, and described the activities, stxuc- 
tures ,  and general boundaries of the camp. The Greenville City  Engineer, the 

The sources discloeed a great deal of information, 
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C i t y  Attorney, and major present-day landholders, as well as persons from the 
above list, were questioned to see if they knew of or had heard of any build- 
ings,  other etructures, debris, unexploded ordnance, or other objects or 
substances that may have been Left by WD and which might be causing 8ome 
problem today. All replies were negative. Onsite investigation confirmed 
deacriptiona by landowners and articles in the Greenville News: 
structures have been used for years as homea, industrial plants, and ware- 
houees, 

The remaining 

DE TE RMI N AT I ON 

Based on the foregoing f i n d i n g s  of f a c t ,  * \ e  site has been determined to 
have been formerly used by DOD. However, it s determined that an environ- 
mental restoration project is not an appropriate undertaking within the pur- 
view of the Defense Environmental Restoration Program, established under 
Public  Law 98-473, Continuing Appropriation, 1985 [Conference Report (HR 
98-115911, for the  reasons s t a t e d  above. A 
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LLOYD A. DUSCIlA, P.E. 
Deputy Director 
Directorate of Engineering 
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S ADP 11-R 7 January 1935 

SUflJECf: Defense Envi ronwnta f  Restora t ion  ?rogran (DER? 1 FY 85 
S i t e  Surveys 

Conrmander, Huntsville Division 
ATTN: HIDED-PH 

1 2eference fiNXil-P!.l  nessage 021900Z O c t  8-1, subject :  Defense 
Envi ronwnQl  Restoratfon Program ( D E W )  FY 85 Survey Message i40. 1, 

2.  I n  accordance with i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  referenced ncs53ge, inclosed are  
four copies each o f  Ffndjngs o f  F a c t  and backup materials prepared by 
Charleston ili s t r i c t  f o r  three ( 3 )  formerly-used :IO3 properties i n  So i l th  
Carol 1 na: Fort Surnter (lO4SCOO27OO 1 ; Fort dadsworth (lO4SCOO32OO 1 ; and 
For t  Sevicr (104SCOa2830). 1 

1 

3. 
No further action i s  proposed for F o r t  Uadsworth or Fort Sevier a t  this 
t i n e .  The renoval o f  Dattery Huger a t  F o r t  Surnter appears t o  be an 
appropriate D E W  undertakfng, although there are constraints w h i c h  could 
potentially delay project inpleracntatiort kyon:! th?  current  f f s c a l  y m r .  
I f  further work i s  approved a t  Fort Sunter, please adv ise  us as soon as  
p o s s i b l e  so t h a t  w c  can proceed. 

&le concur i n  tlie f indi r igs  o f  Char leston D i s t r i c t  I n  thcse r e p w t s .  

4 ,  
or W .  Narc Rucker (FTS 242-6043]. 

4ny questians shoulr! he afrected to :ir. Dennis darns t t  (FTS 242-45'hI) 

3 I n c l  
I. F t  Sunter 
2. F t  ;Jads:.iorth /& 
3. Ft Scvier u/ 2 


